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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUWAIT 3398 

ATHENS FOR RTDO 

ROME FOR RCAA DWOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR 

SUBJECT: KUWAIT AIRWAYS INTEREST IN SHORT HAUL JETS 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. EMBASSY INFORMED BY MCDONNEL-DOUGLAS 
REP AND BY RELIABLE KUWAIT AIRWAYS CORPORATION (KAC) SOURCE 
THAT KAC IS CONSIDERING PURCHASE OF SHORT HAUL AIRCRAFT TO 
BE OPERATED ON AIRLINE S REGIONAL ROUTES, SUBSTITUTING FOR 
PART OF KAC'S 707 FLEET. KAC PLANNING DIRECTOR HAS SENT 
LETTERS TO BOTH MCDONNEL DOUGLAS AND TO BOEING REQUESTING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 03398 220909Z 

INFORMATION ON SHORT-HAUL AIRCRAFT: DC-9 FOR FORMER, 727 
OR 737 FOR LATTER. (MCDONNEL-DOUGLAS REP OBSERVED THAT 
BAC-1 1 1 MIGHT ALSO BE CONSIDERED.) 

2. CONSIDERATION OF NEW SHORT-HAUL AIRCRAFT, ACCORDING 
TO KAC PLANNING DIRECTOR, IS PART OF AIRLINE S FIVE-YEAR 
FLEET EXPANSION PLAN. ELEMENTS OF PLAN INCLUDE SUB- 
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STITUTION OF 747'S JUST PURCHASED (SIGNING CEREMONY 
IS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 28) FOR 707'S ON CERTAIN LONG-HAUL 
ROUTES, AND CONVERSION OF SOME 707'S TO CARGO. RATIONALE 
FOR UTILIZING SHORT HAUL AIRCRAFT REPORTEDLY IS BASED ON 
HIGH FUEL AND OTHER OPERATING COST OF 707'S RELATIVE TO 
PASSENGER LOADS ON REGIONAL ROUTES TO ARAB DESTINATIONS. 

FLEET EXPANSION STUDY IS REPORTEDLY IN VERY EARLY 
STAGES, WITH AEROSPACE COMPANIES PROVIDING PRELIMINARY 
DATA TO KAC. BASED ON CURRENT TRAFFIC PROJECTIONS, HOW- 
EVER. MCDONNEL-DOUGLAS REP OBSERVED THAT KAC COULD USE 
THREE OR FOUR SHORT HAUL JETS OVER NEXT FIVE YEARS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: KAC ALREADY OPERATES 
ONE 737 IN A VIP-CONFIGURATION. MCDONNEL DOUGLAS IS ENCOURAGED, 
HOWEVER, BY GOK S FAVORABLE RECEPTION OF C-9, MILITARY VERSION 
OF DC-9. AND WILL PROBABLY EMPHASIZE ADVANTAGES OF CIVIL/ 
MILITARY COMMONALITY. EXPERIENCE WITH WIDEBODY PURCHASE 
SHOULD BE RECALLED: KAC "CONSIDERED" PURCHASE OF SUCH 
AIRCRAFT FOR OVER FOUR YEARS. SHORT-HAUL PURCHASE, 

SHOULD IT COME ABOUT, IS LIKELY TO TAKE SOME TIME. END 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

MAESTRONE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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